Blue Mountains City Church Life Group Notes
Ps. Felicity Olley
“You are Pregnant with the Purposes of God” 13.5.12 (AM)
Icebreaker: 
What does your Mum mean to you? What impact has she had on your life?
Introduction:

The whole journey of motherhood is a physical and tangible picture of what happens to us when we are born again and when God gets a hold of our lives. God places His seed of greatness inside us and we are changed forever. The physical journey of motherhood parallels our spiritual journey from the moment of salvation right through to now.

Key Points and Bible Verses:

1. You are pregnant with the purposes of God.
You are pregnant with purpose. You are packed with promise. You are primed for potential. God has put His seed of greatness inside you. Most mothers fully understand the potential of their child. They are their kids' biggest fans. If our own earthly mothers believe in us in this way.....how much more does your Father in heaven, the One who truly created you, believe in you?

Read Jeremiah 29:11. Are you aware of God's plans for your life….plans to bless you, to prosper you, to give you a hope and a future?
See also Luke 1:35 "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God." Gabriel uses these words to explain to Mary that the child who was soon to be conceived in her would be created by the direct power of God. Jesus was not conceived in the ordinary way. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit. He was created in a supernatural way. This was because He came to be a perfect sacrifice on our behalf, to redeem us as sinners, to make atonement for us and so it was necessary that his human nature be pure and free from the corruption of the Fall. 

In the same way, if you are a believer today, if you are born again, then in a spiritual sense you are also conceived by the Holy Spirit. You carry His nature within you. See John 3:5-6. Discuss. Are you aware that you are born again by the power of the Holy Spirit, that you are a new creation, a supernatural being? 
The Holy Spirit actually lives in you. See 1 Corinthians 6:19, Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 2:22. The same God who created the whole magnificent universe lives in you by His Spirit. The same Spirit who raised Christ from the dead is at work in you. Discuss.
"The power of the Most High will overshadow us". God's plans, His purposes for your life are bigger than you. They will overshadow you. They will outlive you. Long after you've "gone home" (i.e. gone to heaven - our eternal home) the purpose for which God put you on this planet will live on.....if you allow the Holy Spirit to have His way in you as Mary did. Mary's response to Gabriel in Luke 1:38 was “I am the Lord’s servant.........May it be to me as you have said.” How do you go with surrendering to God's plan for your life? 
You are pregnant with the purposes of God. Can you see that? He lives in you! He has put His seed of greatness in you. Can you say the same words as Mary ......"I am your servant Lord. May it be to me as you have said."

2. You have a heartbeat inside you that is not your own!
When a baby forms inside a mother’s womb, one of the first organs to develop is the heart. When God first got a hold of you, the first thing He took hold of was your heart. In fact that is all He ever really wants…….our hearts. And often that is the hardest thing to get a hold of. Metaphorically speaking when you were born again, God moved into your heart – He took possession of your heart. It was as if you suddenly had a heartbeat inside you that was not your own. It was the heartbeat of God. 
Read Ezekiel 11:19. What does this verse mean to you and how do you apply it to your life?
See also John 15:4-5 (The Message). Jesus says – Live in me, make your home in me just as I have made my home in you. Jesus has made a home in our hearts. He has moved in. He wants that kind of relationship with us that is intimate and organic. What does that mean to you? 
One of the most exciting moments for a mother is that moment when she hears her baby’s heartbeat for the first time. A baby's heart beat is very rapid, much faster than an adult's. In fact it can be around 180 beats per minute (BPM).And from infant to toddler to child to adult…. as we get older our heart rate begins to slow. 
This is true of us in a spiritual sense – the more mature we become as we grow in our knowledge of God, as we grow in Christ, the more our hearts line up with God’s…..the harder it is for someone else to discern where does God start and you finish. Our heartbeat becomes one with His. This is the purpose of prayer – that we may align our hearts with His. Prayer is not about changing God or even changing our circumstances – although God may do that. Instead prayer is about God changing us from the inside out, making us more like Him. 
You have a heartbeat inside you that is not your own! It is the heartbeat of God. Can you hear it? What is it saying?

3. Let that baby grow
As every mother knows most babies don’t burst forth into the world until they are good and ready. Usually a baby is not born until its time has come. Even God's timing in sending Jesus to the Earth was strategic. There was the promise of His coming from the beginning of time. But God seemingly held off for thousands of years until the time was perfect. See Galatians 4:4-5. The time had fully come - it was the perfect time for the Messiah to come.
Whatever seed God has planted inside you, whatever dream......it will be birthed in God’s perfect timing so long as we are prepared to go along with God and surrender to the truth that His timing is perfect and His plans are perfect, that He knows best! Discuss.

And when a baby develops it does so in the safety, the privacy and the darkness of the womb. Outside of the wonders of modern medicine and ultrasound technology, nobody sees what is going on in the secret place of the womb, except God Himself. The mother may have some sense of what is happening but not even she is fully aware of the day by day wonders of God’s creation. 
This is the same for us! God has planted a seed within you – a seed of His greatness. And no one but God can truly see it all….in all its wonder and splendour whilst it is still inside you – growing, developing, marinating, multiplying, maturing. What God is doing in private, in the depths of your being, is between God and you…until God says it is time for it to come forth! Read Psalm 139:13-16.
In the natural, God created us. He knit us together in our mother's womb and we are fearfully and wonderfully made. In the supernatural, God also creates us. In the secret place where His hand is at work. Discuss.

And the process - of being made, as a baby grows, is a struggle. But the struggle is necessary. You have probably heard many stories about the man who saw the butterfly struggling in its chrysalis/cocoon. And so he decided to help it - to put it out of its misery. He cut the cocoon open. And the butterfly that emerged was small, colourless, with unformed wings. It died soon after! You see - it needed that struggle. The struggle makes it into a fully formed butterfly as it forces the fluid into its wings so that it is able to stretch and open fully so that the butterfly can fly. Are you in the midst of a struggle right now as you are being made? Can you trust God's timing in this - that He is in control?
Challenges: 

( What purpose has God put in your life? Why are you here?
( Can you hear God's heartbeat? What is it saying?
Ps. John McDonald
“God is willing!” 13.5.12 (PM)

Introduction:

Are you preparing in this life for the after-life? Are you making plans for eternity? Our life now is preparation for eternity. Look at the example of the building of the pyramids. The Egyptian Pharaohs spent most of their lives preparing for their after-life.

Key Points and Bible Verses:

Read Luke 5:12-13. Jesus is not just able but willing. Leprosy is a terrible disease and is a metaphor for sin. In this passage, we see that Jesus is not only able but He is also willing. Read Colossians 2:9 - God saw fit to fully dwell in Christ….in bodily form. There was complete unity between God and His Son, Jesus. God is able! But He is also willing. Jesus went all the way to the cross. When He was born on this planet, He knew His destiny. He knew where He was headed and He went there because of His willingness. 

Read 2 Peter 3:9 - God is not slow in returning but He is willing to wait as He wants everyone to be saved. Jesus does not have any favourites. He just uses the willing. Jesus went all the way to the Cross to show His willingness. 

How do you view God's grace? Do you believe that His grace is big enough to cover you? Do you believe that He is willing to offer His grace to you? Are you willing to do what God tells you to do, as Jesus was? 

Read John 15:13. Jesus was not only the one who could, but He was willing! If He was not willing He would never have come to Earth. There was a battle of the wills in the Garden of Gethsemane. Yet Jesus surrendered His will to God's. When we surrender our wills to the Father's will we become willing. And God does not need us to be willing. He wants us to be willing. Do you want to….are you willing? Jesus was and still is willing. 

Our willingness is found in our surrender, in our relationship with Jesus, being connected to the Vine. Can you lay down your will and pick up God's? 

See 1 John 3:16 - 17. As we surrender our will to God's, His will works through us, showing the world God is not just able but willing. 

Challenge: 

( Read 1 Thessalonians 5:11 - why not encourage someone this week. There is no agenda in encouraging someone. We do it because people need it! 
